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Eco-friendly of Tunbridge

Yet another journalist aims
cheap shots at Tunbridge
Wells (Tension builds at mil-
lennium village, June 30),
suggesting that it’s univer-
sally reactionary rather than
possibly a bit revolutionary.
Jonathan Glancey should
have done his homework:
Tunbridge Wells has the UK’s
most lauded eco-friendly
house. Michael Winter’s
Boundary House won the 1996 |
Riba house of the year compe-
tition and is a best-practice
- magnet for architects, plan-
ners and environmentalists.
The Boundary House, de-
signed to respect its urban
fringe location, uses strategi-
cally located piles to min-
imise site damage, wood
from both sustainable re-
sources and preused, and re-
cycled newspaper insulation,
while nearly 100% of its grey
water is filtered, treated and
reused, Triple-glazed win-
dows and heat-exchangers
complete its cost-effective
and attractive construction.
Much of the building mate-
rials had to be sourced
abroad, as Britain lags far be-

| hind in environmentally and
| socially aware housing. But

then what can yvou expect
from decision-makers who

| predicted that Thamesmead

| would be the envy of Europe?
C ATyrrell

| Tunbridge Wells, Kent

& Two-thirds of my garbage
is food or paper and feeds a
warm compost heap between
layers of dry grass or straw
that disappears quickly into
the local insects’ diet; my lo-
cal wildlife park has a com-
post pile that I can feed. We
don’t need to burn rubbish
(Money’s burning, Society,
June 30). Natural methods,
with more encouragement,
could halt inner city blight.
Alocal artist in Islington
made a bid for the £18,000
spent on gardening in his es-
tate and used the money to

| foster organic plots. His ideas

are spreading into other es-
tates. One in the Midlands
grows so much that they sell
their organic vegetables in a
self-managed grocery store.
Faith Kenrick

London






